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‘HIT LIST' AFTERMATH

Threats

- The home of
Franklin’s

history

- After over a hundred years
of use, this town’s venerable
facility could take on a new role

matters

As teen pressure grows,
post-9/11 rebellions are
less likely to be tolerated

Editor's Note: This is the third in a reqular Sunday series featuring
owr communities” town halls - past, present and future.

By Sara Withee

NEWS STATT WRITER
l ‘RANKLIN - It was 1891 and the School Commit-

| tee, after building two new schools in previous years,

| still needed more classrooms for its 1,000 students.

By Cathy Flynn
WaSTAL W

Jay Cohen, Ashland’s new town social worker, re-
members growing up in the 1960s and ‘70s when
angry teens would publish a “slam list” of classmates
lhl‘\ didn’t like

Students at the first high school, built

in 1865, had to hold classes in the “Any person who got angry enough could say, ‘Get
& e ay p away from me or Il kill
HISTORY girls’ cloakroom. The you, * said Cohen. Back
Town Ha.ll, where gram- 1»@-.: he m';,hl-d'» w"f;"",- “If these were
ar school stuflents had caught vandalizing school
mar school s property might get asrong ~ brought to an
been taught for three reprimand and remember ult
= o the incident as a “valuable adult’s
years, was in poor condition, the com- life lesson.” attention at
i o Si s Hopkinion Police Chief z
mittee told residents. i recatle tis et all ... it was

Tom Irvin recalls his teen
years in Lincoln-Sudbury
High School when class-
mates would draw pictures
on their notebooks of stu-
dents they didn't like. Some
of the drawings showed the
student being bombed by
airplanes or hanging from a
noose.

“If these were brought o
an adult’s attention at all -

| “Within a year, two of the teachers

‘ who have taught there have been
obliged to give up on account of ill
health, which seemed to be fairly at-
tributable and the injurious influence of
this house,” the committee wrote in
Franklin’s Jan. 31, 1891, Town Report.

dealt with by
a call to the
parents.”

Tom Irvin
Hopkinton Police chicf
on responding to threats
when he was young

After years of pleading and warnings :’r" :‘S;:" ""I e '.“"".l m‘“‘ of and it didn’t happen often — it was dealt with by a call
| the town could face state fines, the future home of the municipal o llhvl w";u\" Irvin vniidl . -
. " « . < oday, these type of threats can be. considered
| School Committee prevailed. In 1893, offices, left. Above is the old émina)
| Town Hail, which officials plan .
TOWN HALL, Page A8 to put to dwse. In Hopkinton, a teenage girl could face charges

afler admitting she scrawled offensive messages on
the wall of a girls’ bathroom - messages that included
TEEN THREATS, Page A6
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MILFORD

Numbers similar
for School Choice

Little change in enrollment from last year
4 By Leslie H. Dixon

NEWS STAFF WRITER
MILFORD - Superintendent

FINDING A FINAL RESTING PLACE

Many town cemeteries have no more room for burials

B) Izun Crimaldi

T WRITE

ess than a mumh before cancer took his

life, Larry Cibley wld well-wishers at the
Coachmen’s Lodge he hoped Bellingham
would be his eternal resting pl

“My life in Bellingham goes back 37 years
That's more than half my lifetime,” said Cibley, the

The count
of how many
students left

Carol Daring said the number of Milford to late selecuman, cable talk show host and town
students who opted to leave enroll in moderator ““To my friends. my family, my neigh-
their school district to enroll in other school bors and 10 all the people that take care of me, all 1
Milford public schools under the systems is can say is thank you, thank you. thank vou.”
School Choice program remains now taking Nearly two years

ady this year. place. Dar- mated remains have been

pretty similar to last
said Daring of the 131

year,

new students taken in this year
" compared to 133 last year. The
actual number the School Com-
mittee received from the state
Department of Education was
128, but l)eu'ing said three more

since that notification.

i

7/8i9g238l27118! ¢

4 ing said the

Superintendent DOE's offi-

Carol Daring cial notifica-

tion of those

numbers is not expected until
December.

‘The School Choice program, in-

ham, but whether w codar chest hoiding his ashes
will be buried there soon is uriclear
The town’s burial grounds pose part of the prob-
lem
hey do need cemeterics
aryann Wilber-Cibley
While a suitable burial ground stumped Cibley's

* said Cibley's widow

stituted by the state a decade ago, family, other area towns must get creative to en-
allows parents o send their chil- STARF PHOTO Y BEARCIER— sure grave lats will be available for years to come
dren to schools in communities mcmmhwmwnmmnmwwm In Milford, cemetery commissioners are follov-
SCHOOL CHOICE, Page A9 160 urns of cremated remains. CEMETERIES, Page 410
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on, right, of Framingham, his son Ivaf, 1, and wife Isabel Cerda, wait in line to get
jon cards issued by the Mexican consulate during the consulate’s stop at the

t Latin American Center in Framingham yesterday.

>xican nationals get
lp extending stays

late visits Framingham, aids with paperwork

Medical in

wa Crimaldi Coast-to-Coast
TALEWRITES Fall River
GHAM - Mexican  Atilano’s Mexican passport

from across
t completed a
h of vital paper-
the Consulate of
sterday  without
ninute of work or
Boston
eted consulate of-
de: the MetroWest
rican Center just
m. as area Mexi-
nals waited to
ports and secure
n cards
pened the doors,
*ked,” said Nancy
utive director of
a smashing suc-

was set 1o expire on Wednes-
day, but the papers are now
renewed

“IUs a great opportunity
This (MLAC) is already a
known institution in this
area,” said Carlos Yescas,
the consulate’s political
fairs division

Since 1999, the Consulate
of Mexico in Boston has been
holding business hours at
satellite locations throughout
New England to sefve the re-
gion's growing Mexican pop-
ulation

The office serves Mexican
nationals living in Vermont,
Maine, New Hampshire, Ver-
mont, Massachusetts and
Rhode Island

“There are people coming
to the Boston office from all
over,” said Yescas, who esti-
mates 15,000 Mexicans live
in Boston's western suburbs,

The Boston consulate, lo-
cated at 20 Park Plaza, Suite
506, i open Monday through
Friday from 9 am_ to 12:30
p-m.. Yescas said. The morn
ing business hours let con
+ employees ready pa-
perwork (U passports, birth

officials estimat-
00 Mexican na-
m Framingham,
igh,  Hudson,
and Worcester
wough the Hollis
rin the four-hour

» Gerardo Atilano
r, saved a day of
ing business with
e on his day off
ve time in the
aid Atilano. a  suls
engineer with
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FROM THE FRONT PAGE

A new chapter about
to unfold in Franklin

AFF PHOTO BY

or marriage certificates and
identification cards during
the afternoon

For the consulate’s first
visit 10 MetroWest, represen-
tatives renewed passports for
one- and five-year periods
and issued matriculas con?
sulars — an identification card
for Mexican nationals living
in the United States.

Fleet Bank accepts the ma-
tricula consular to cash
checks .and send money to
Mexico, Yescas said. The po-
lice departments and local
governments in Fitchburg
and Leominster also recog-
nize the identification card

All the personal informa-
tion obtained was entered.
inw a database being cqf
piled by the nation’s 47 Mexi-
can consulates, Yescas said

The consulate holds its
next satellite hours on Nov
22 in Providence, RL, Yescas
said

Morse hopes the consulate
can return o Framingham
four times 3 year.

“It's just so nice to offer this
0 people don't have to go to
Boston,” she said.

(Laura Crimaldi can be
reached at 508-626-4416 or
lerimald@cne.com)

Mart says it will cooperate
probe into illegal workers

K Bartels 245 employees at stores
brwt across the country
K. Ark. - Wal We are doing a very thor

e said it was
ith authorities

ough investigation with our
own stores so we understand
instantly fire  what happened and make sure
1o be in the thatif we need to take pro-ac-
lly. two days tive urlrllu\v steps, we will
ficers arrested  do that,” Wal-Mart

¥ HEALTH, WEALTH,
AND THE ENVIRONMENT
a free symposium featuring informative
roundtable discussions on health, wealth
and the environment

Wednesday, October 29, 2003
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m
EcoTarium
222 Harrington Way, Worcester

Keynote Speaker: Katherine Upchurch, MD
tssociate Chief, Dept. Rheumatology
New Treatment Options for Rheumatic Diseases

Complimentary lunch, Tai Chi demonstration,
and tours of the EcoTarium provided.
Hosted by the Arthritis Foundation and the EcoTarium

AT TCOJARIUM

A Centerfor Cmiconmental E xplorstion
212 Harmington Wag, Worcester, MA 01 60+
www.ecotariumong *

amurphy(@arthritis org

ions 800-766-9449 ext. 136

spokeswoman Mona Wiltiams

said Friday

‘If we find workers that are
undocumented we would ter-
minate them immediately,”
Williams said.

Investigators told The Asso-
ciated Press on the condition of
anonymity that they gathered
recordings from wiretaps that
indicate Wal-Mart executives
knew the company’s subcon-
tractors used illegal workers.

Though contract cleaning
crews were the focus of Thurs-
day's sweep, Williams said
Wal-Mart employees at stores
in Arizona and Kentucky were
among those arrested.

“Approximately 10 Wal-
Mart associates were arrested
during the raids yesterday,”
she said. “These are people
who used to be part of the out-
side cleaning crew, and when
we took that in-house, these
folks were simply hired on as
employees. They got caught up
in the immigration sweep."

Wal-Mart, the world's
largest retailer and the largest
private employer in the United
States with 1.1 million domes-
tic employees, has instructed
store managers to preserve all
relevant documents.

TOWN HALL, From Al
Horace-Mann High School went
up across the street from old
Town Hall, with purchase of the
land and tenstruction costing
§34,000.

The 110 years since has seen
fauch of the town's history
there, with another school for
fifth- and- sixth-graders and the
current Franklin Municigal
Building

But Franklin now has niore
than 30,000 residents and offi-
cials say it's time to leave 150
Fmmons St. for new quarters a
mile away

Rather than sell or move fiew -
town offices there, Franklin
hopes to use the municipal huild-
ing in a new way: as landlord

“From a developer's stand-
point, it has traffic and that's
certainly what commercial d
velopers want,” said Town /
ministrator Jefl Nutting,
ly, there is an asset here that u"
town has and we can tap into
that asset to bring in revenue for
taxpayers.”

0id Town Hall

Once part of Wrentham,
anklin became a town in
1 Despite initial plans to in-
corporate as Exeter, residents
named the community for Ben-
jamin Franklin, hoping he would
give the town a bell in return.

But with “sense being prefer-,

able to sound,” Franklin ga
the town 116.books instead, lay-
ing the foundation for the na-
tion’s first public lending library.

Town operations took longer.
Franklin had no municipal
headquarters until 1842, when
sawmill owner Erastus Metcalf
built the old Town Hall on land
donated by fellow businessman
Alexander DeWitt, said Barbara
Smith, chairwoman of the
Franklin Historical Commission.

From 1888 10 1891, grammar
school students were moved
there for lack of other space, ac-
cording to town reports

“They could not crowd 75 or
80 pupils in a room large enough
for only 50.” the School Commit-
tee wrote in the Jan. 31, 1889,
Town Report

In the early 1900s, the 80 West
Central St building was used
largely for celebrations and
gatherings.

Selectmen met through the
1930s on the second floor of
“Bank Block.” a large brick
structure along Depot Street that
housed First National Bank,
Dean Co-operative Bank and
Benjamin Franklin Savings
Bank, according to Smith.

Other town offices remained
outside for longer. When attor-
ney George Dana served as town
clerk from 1942 to 1971, he per-
formed his duties from his law
office above the presént-day Re-
unions restaurant, Smith said

By 1978, most of Franklin's of-
fices had moved to old Town
Hall. The building soon proved
0 small for the needs of the
town's 18,000 residents, espe-
cially for public hearings, said
Albert Brunelli, a selectman
from 197010 19

“There wasn't enough meet-
ing space,” said Brunelli, also
Franklin's treasurer-collector
from 1980 to 1992.

Residents agreed. That April,
Town Meeting approved a new
charter creating a town council-
town administrator government
along with a $698,000 plan to
remodel the Horace Mann
Schiool across the street, adding
the wing that now holds the
town clerk’s office

New Municipal Center

After years of building new
schools, the Town Council adopt-
ed a 2020 capital program two
years ago to help plan for
Franklin's other needs O.. the
top of that list: a new municipal
center.

The town has moved toward
this with its $3 million purchase
of the Pastorello Building at 355
East Central St. A $2.2 million

www.metrowestdailynews.com

Work continues on the new municipal building in Franidin, above.
ﬂncummmmapalbﬂdmguadmndmﬂnm-ehum

education pioneer Horace Mann.

On the second floor, the Town
Council will meet in a room that
can hold 90 people, nearly double
the occupancy of the current
meeting space. The town and
school business and technology
offices will sit across the hall.

Town Administrator Nutting
and Superintendent of Schools
David Crisafulli will work in adja-
cent offices an the third floor.

~The 25,000-square-foot build-

ing will

give the - NEXT WEEK
town »Alook at Town
more HallinBlackstone
space

and parking, officials The
current municipal building has
57 spaces for 65 employees; the
Pastorello Building has 107
spaces ofits own and shares eight
with a neighboring propert;

But more importantly, town
councilors say, the building will
help close the divide between
town and scheol operations.

“The fact that we can bring
both parties into one place so
there’s a lot of dialogue and dis-
cussion will be an asset,” said
Town Council Chairman Julio
Renzi.

“In the past, there’s been a lot
of ‘us and them’,” Town Coun-
cilor Judith Pond Pfeffer agreed.
“Itshould be ‘us.” "

Along with better communica-
tion, the move will save the town
the $50,000 it pays to lease school
administration offices each year.

At some point, officials also
hope to save money by consolidat-
ing the town and school business
and technology departments.
rst we're going to physxally
locate them together, then we';
going o integrate them into a sin-
gle operation,” Nutting said.
“That's going to take longer.”

dents can remember times when
the town never would have con-
sidered moving so close to the
Wrentham town fine,

Brunelli, 76, recalls in the
1940s, the land was known as
Paine’s horse farm.

“I can remember when | was a
small kid, the train used to come
in full of horses,” he said. “They
would bring horses in by train
and then they would bring the

overhaul, begun in September, is - horses right up (Rte.) 140 toward
slated for next June. to Paine’s Farm.”
Plans call for the town clerk, as-

sessor and treasurer-collector (0 Moving history dowwtown

work on the first floor, sharinga  As town employees relocate to
vault and a drive-through win- the Pastorello Building next
dow for residents to drop off pay-  summer, town councilors will be
ments. Building and planning of-  busy planning other moves.
fices will be nearby. The town's 2020 plan also

calls for construction of a new

public works garage,
said, and an architect w
be hired in 2004.

Jn the interim, a lease must be
secured for the public works and
engineering departments — now
in the basement of the current
al building.

\ulung aid he wants to find
these departments a temporary
home shortly after other depart-
ments move so a new tenant can
take over the municipal building
as s00n as possible.

While undecided about what
kind of tenant they want at the
site, town councilors agree the
decision is an important one, af-
fecting both the town’s ability to
pay off the Pastorello Building
and the health of its downtown,

“The current town hall at that
corner, it can be a key, kind of
making a snowball effect, if we
cun get the right people there,”
Renzi said.

Across the street from the mu-
nicipal building, Franklin's
Council on Aging is planning its
own move to the Four Corners
Professional Building.- This
means the old Town Hall will
need also need a new tenant.

Smith, the Historical Commis-
sion chairman, hopes to move
the town museum there from
the South Franklin Congrega-
tional Church on Washington
Street, its home since 1972.

“It needs more space because
now if we get anything, it has to
be stored because thes
floor or wall space lefi,” she said.

Moving to the old Town Hall
would increase awareness of the
town's collection, Smith said,
and is fitting given it is “the
greatest example of Greek Re-
vival architecture in town.”

As for the church, it was deed-
ed to the town with the condition
that it goes back to the Congre-
gational Church if Franklin stops
using it for a year, Smith said.

The Historical Commission
used to open the church, built in
1856, for Christmas Eve services
and weddings until 1992, when
its museum collection grew too

Smith wants to avoid losing
the church by bringing wed-
dings back. Under the town's
watch, religion won't restrict ac-

“People could have weddings
here and it wouldn't matter
what faith you were,” she said.

(Sara Withee can be reached
at 508-634-7546 or
swithee@cnc.com)
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