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Kiock, knock, it’s Santa
MEDWAY

Hj _ I met Samantha Rose in the
V GirlsQubon a rainyni^t
W in downtown Framingham
W gening her hain
I da» in awn rows 1^ Fuzzy, an-
■r I «her Wade giH. Bat I had no in­

tention oftalking about her anta
to ten me in earnest about her hero.

she went, and brought me to a
t know rd go. that ofinspiration, 
lead, but many (rf^his fans think the bin
commg b^k, mavte to thi,or Paul

Christmas 
comes early for 
youngsters at 

Medway homes

had me from the start because she
onate. Tofinda 16-year-old passionate
i swnething about what she wants (to
anist Bke Tupffi) gives one a hope or

* a^mwo at Framingham High
urch music in the choir at the (koater
i Community Church,
w. though, is the enigmadr, deceased
ly popular son ofa former Black Pan-
hakur.

life, his struggles and what he's
u Samantha told me (in the presem

stffl among us; you seel as she
pp 101«Puaydo theawnrows,
noted her bvorite line ftnin his work;
ng I wake up and 1 ask m.vseif is lifemm
d they were related, although exact 
■e a littie too compiicated in foJJow. I 
do keeping up on Tupac.
%tatwoed and frightcningh taJent-
and budding movie actor, he was
in 1996 in what has.been called a
the East Coast and West Coast
hop. Time magazine cheekflv re-

teath at age 25 as a great career

H mm FDW.AV - SHther
■IJH dfToruK'dthrtstmas
■ ln>ps nor pn-sents
I W H under the ins; eoiikl
^ B match ihe excite­
ment ofseeing thejolly old e|f
himself.

Christmascame early as .Sanu
Oausdelivered prewnls to go<Ki
little girls and boy-s >esterday

Santa s appearanc<- at ivm'j
homes was tW- highlight ofthe
day. SanU posed for pictures !)«■•
fore givingout wrapprsl prew-nts
and candy canes. Tht* kids
thanked Santa Haas yvith hugs
and smiles befon> he got back on
his sleigh and yveni Ui the next
house.

"I was exciUid m see him." said
Christian .Samosuos.su. 7. ofGlas­
tonbury. (imn. His family was vis­
iting BarbaraGignac's 1-ox Run
Road home when Santa arrived.
"I haven’t seen him here before. J
asked him ho« he yvas doing, but
I don't think he heanl me ’

The feeling yvas mutual for 9-
year-old Brittney (itiJeaz ofHoEs-
ton. who said she yvas both sur­
prised and liappy u> se<- St. Nick

wascool. Hejust walked up
n>the door and having all oftbo
kids screaming inward the'dOor."
she Slid.

Th<-y were tWT. of i;i children
who got the surprise ytsit fmm
.Sama Oaus. a.k.a John Bigelow
Jr Bigployy’s •sleigh ” was a blue
truck driven by a volunteer. His

School
mutes
holiday
chorus

By jennifer Pollack

r> l th'-'l--ini.rial;ui(lliiirk. I I.-
tiienuirv h.,lwl;n . ,.n
in iui I'lfon I'l rl•-<•yilllla!< (mw

■ '■eirgiotis holitlays
ed in III.. pi,|,|i, s. h.«.| |,i,s ;
giTedsoin.. [Kir.TC-

■M'-dyyay has
diversi-. • said |•^ll< ipnl
Finnegan. "On. m, itmii.-s v
w.Te llii.|ina IS iiM- h.,|iflay . ..i
' en. as w.inrii rfiii as n has l«-.n
her.- al \|. n„,nal ,uid Bork.
Ih.-l<» cis|ia-.riMih l»-.-ii i.hnsi.

Ihe aniiijaic.,ii...n ih..
yMiii.T hr. ak h.ks third- |.,unh­
and lirih-gi-ad.-rv sing),a; ( hrisi.
nia-.. ,ir*.!s ymui..,
H lllukk.ltl '.<iMgs-..,|i(| I .a
llx.llt Kl\.|

•’elve^were members ofthe
Mendon Boy Scouts, who helped
bring Santa to Uiwn

Bigelowsjiid he i-njovs s.-«-ing
the kids' fara-s yvhen he comes
thmugh the door

"It’s a good lime 1 like heing
with kids. ' he said while taking a

break bi'iiigsiii[»s n
jrk-.h.i|i

- —..........~ ...........t his \|;i()lr-
Stnyei •yvork-.h.ip lsian.fi
doing iliis 1.! \.-arv ,igo yyh,.,(
ofdie S.-..III I.-.-I.1.TS s.tid I yy.iiild
lliaki-.igrf«)s,iol,-i(.liiiis I
Wfigh<fl2.-i4|...ujidsih.ii Ididiii
like dll- nian-itiiKln uliisk.-rs ih.-y
vvviA./rv

)fwhich includes legends like

upac s mother, the 90-pound dy-
akur. a former Blai-k Panther, re-
ction." a documentary ofher only
s apt Utle considering the
the internet and other places that
wifi make that most impossible of
from the grave.
ne wants to say there must be a

airectors somewhere, iau^iing
» way to the bank over the idea
I market him in such hugefy prof-

r.f i-'Mnc , ..inpl iiiiis T.,in
o‘in-i hrisii.iii p.-ir< ni- -It. r -ti.

^ '•.ll.-l-n la-I s|h |,,
tak. ,1 l,.,x ,||. Iim||.1,hs
If .■•l.i.r.il.f|,,Y,r:,||

V-..UI . .III. I II,-,.,1 ii,
•I 'I'-|1 ha. k .Uid lia.k at uj
iir>- truly i»-mg m, (usiy,. ,u,o
d.,iiu.'ih.-ngfii ihingronh.-. liil-
dfii sh> s.url 

Hol*-n I i.iy.irr.i ,i ( hnsti.m
IMf-iiI yyiih kids 111 ihinl tifih
and scy..|iih i,Tad.'s vod In- I.-|i
Ih.- priNllJ.-l|„|| YY;is llllilil. illtiir-
liouiiws./■,;</, yr<

Nipmuc vice principal in a class aU his own

sned to much of his music. The
d and read are filled with the^-
3fgan^ rap. But the man abo
iich the staler spots in the human
die and vulneraMe at once, said

ervatkjns came heartache and
1C came. "Better." a song she
me j-oun^rs in the ejub were
leave for the night 
ove with >T)u. but not no more "
iweet and high. “How could I be
iedown to the floor..."

but Samantha was afraid if I
thing, someone weuW steal it

^MarkBo^

UPTO.N -During a nfcnl siafTmcrting. Ninmur
Regional MiddieHigh ,Sch<»)l Vic- Prinripal Patrkk
f^r^was unprepared for a small change In the

Principal Joan .Vribn.T t.xik a minui.' to an­
nounce to the siaff that Lirkin was .-hos.-n the
state s 2004 .-VssLstani Prin<-ipaJ ofthe Vear

Jomi surprised id.!." said larkin. who will go to
Oriando. Ha., in l-ebruary to find out ifho becomes
the NatkmaJ /Visistam Principjil of the year "We
wre going in dtscuss the up»-oming VFASC (New
tn^d Association of SrhiwLs jind (olleg«-s» ar-
cn^l^on and going into break-out gniups. .Joan
waited and said that she wjtmifl to announce 1 re­
ceived the award "

Thestair reacti-d by giying birkin.a standing

ovation. I.arldn said he appn-riai.fl [t„. an
but was i-mbarras.sed by die display.

"I saw ISiiperinlendemi Paul D;ug|,. (hat
meeting, satd larkin. "He drx-Mi t go to aJ| ofih.-
meetings, so I thought soinediing yvas up ’

The award k ,;Tvint4ir,-i i,. «.......
...... ->■ ■ ^..OURIU ?«I||||-U|||ig yvas Up
^e award Ls spoasored In ih.. Massa. hav-iLs
heaindary School .-\dininisiraUprs Assin-iaiion. or
MSS/U. T-he gniup prevides.-M.-asiye profr-ssi.uud
development opporlunili.-s lor Its m.-mix-r, u. en­
hance their ability 0i funcuon sucres.sfully as eriu-
cationaJ leaders.

Larkin b.-rom,-s the third Nipmiic adminisirator
to earn this ayvard Daigle and .s riboer hay.- als..
been named Assistant PriiH-ipjiJ ofthe y.-ar.

Vice prinripaLs siau-wid.- w.-r.- .-ligiblc to , „m- - -----

................. ...... .

i

lerfomiance.all the people with
BTafter-schoolafter

Qreat Holiday 
Lkthts Bonanza

abies. stopped and gave her a
lause.
rtofSamanlhaon the subjectof
n’t have predicted. She wasn't
lion theory.
’ound.’’ she said. "He's hiding,”
»ines part of that caJculating
I Ailly participating member <rf
naldngthem aO wealthy, ifdfe-

■'■[ m L^tthe lights and
/W don’t scrimp on the
■r dnseL It’s time to
m deck the halls for

the fourth annual
Great Holiday

V Li^ts Bonanza
w sponsored by

Tbft Miiford Da%
News. Readers areasked to 
calL or e-mail their recom- 
n««latlons for the best 
l«*lay Ugfab dii.pl>)„ in
the area. Nominations
tnuBt be received Dec.
19. Be sure to inchido the
town with the street ad­
dress of;

Future unclear for watchdog of town’s past
Bellingham building
in need of an overhaul

latter to Samantha. For aD the
surroundingthera|^.

Ofy^wfll - was stai in the

dibly liplifting thing to consM-
the mind of 16-yw-oU aiKl
.evenbetter.

ACKTOTOM
niMa.|SMI62».3(U

-nn a cmv orDaily News
..alfefs, headed by Manaa- 
ta* Editor Belhany Ed- 
wanh. will lake a peek al 
U»besldispla)a.

The top ihree wtoneis
will reoehw pdaea and will
tefeawradlnastoiyhlgh-
WriglliBdispliwalnlhe
®ac.MedHoiioCn»MII-
6nl Daily News.

To nomlnale a dinilay
can 508.434-7527 or e.
loall bodwnrds0cnc.can.

BySanWhhee
NrwssTAi I yy-Riii a

BI-.1JJ\GH/VM - One of the siau-'s
thnf oldest municipal buildings in
continuoas use. Town Hall holds
more than 200 years of memories of
rebgioie services, town meetings and
celebration.s

HISTORY

Residents sig­
naled the lim.'
had come to
move the town's
daily business out
of the historic
structure in
1997. approving
SI.7 million to
erect mexiem of­

fices on the back of the Toyvn HalJ lot
After years of roadblocks, nffiriak

toghl the delays wore over te
June, when Pope Construction ar­
rived to start grading the ground.

It ended up just being the closest
miss yet
- ’’We had the design, wp were
ready." Selectman Ann Odabashian
said. "Wc were ready to break

1
‘■“OlCfc. JC-.W

TMiittliemwofBeliinglian,
Common from the third-floor watch
tmmr. At right, the Town HaH is
tlm»ratad for BeKngham's 250th
birthday in 1969.

ground. We did break gmund, in a
sease '

ToMHaleonlBcIs
fncorporaled in 171'J. BelUnghain 

built Its first mrx'iing hous.- thrvt- 
years later. It was .sold aftiT *>0 vears 
TOWMlAU.A7se//ri/

M*r.ESOf*MF<hC* BEUINGHAM
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FROM THE LOCAL FRONT

Watchdog of past needs a new lease on life
town hall, fhwi Bl
and Town Meeiinp were relo­
cated to the aging Baptist
Meeting House at no cost for
several years.

Residents returned to the
origina] 1-acre meetinghouse
^ in 1802. when the present
IbwTi Hall was budi there.
Da\id Jones, the man who
bought the lot from the town,
gifted it back for the effort.

Construction cost S4.000
The town contributed $1,000
while the Baptist Society
raised the rest through sale of
the pews

lension rose over this ar­
rangement in the 1820s, w hen
the Baptists tried to block the
CongrrgationalLsLs and I ni-
\ersalists from using Towm
Hall

The disagreement soon
landed in Superior (iourc.
where the town was found to
have exclusive ownership of
the building The Baptises later
built their owti church across.
ihe street in 1828, modeling it i
after Town Hall I

In 1X40. the U)wer began its I
first run as a milium post, with
the Bellingham Rihes militia |
using the third floor as an ar-

.1

ior> through
imed U) ^ervj

1847 It re-
M'rvire a centurj

later in 1941. when its fifth 
floor became a round-the- 
clock World War II observation 
post.

'■There were housewives
who manned it. boy scouts. "
Historical Commission mem­
ber Ernest Taft said. "It prem
much ran on a volunteer
basis."

Town Hall, abandoned its
open church-like interior in
the late 1800s. The upper bal­
conies were closed off into a
second floor, where the down­
stairs pews were moved.

Another major renox-ation
came in 1910. when the town
spent S3.000 installing a vault
banquet room and kitchen on
the first floor. On ihe^cond
floor, pews were removed to
make way for a hall with a
stage, which the now-dis­
solved B«*Uingham Grange put
to good use with dances and
minstrel shows.

Conu-oversy returned in Jan­
uary 1974. when selectmen
decided U) seek Town .Meeting
approv al to build a new Town

The-oMSorth School MlhM«»inttwG

Hall. W ithin a matter of days,
the slate condemned the upper
hall and the basement during
separate visits.

•After two months of debate,
the March Town Meeting de­
cided not to build a new Town
Hall, instead uiking the Fi­
nance Committee's recom­
mendation to spend S45.000
on repairs

Town oQiccs had to tem­
porarily relocate while then- 
selectmen Wilfred Arcand was 
awarded the contract to re­
store the building, Taft said

"It was shut down for a
whole year." Taft said 'No­
body was allowed in the build­
ing at all ■'

Anetberdolay
Town Meeting finally ap­

proved ronstrurtion of a now
Town Ht^ in 1997 But plans
to erect a new building and de­
molish the Center School
stalled when consirurtitm pro­
posals r«-eived in the first two
rounds of bidding ;ili exceeded

the $1.7 appropriation.
In the third round. Pope Con­

struction came forward with a
$1.3 million offer to put up the
building.

The New Hampshire con- 
iraruir began gra^ the site 
last June, only for workers to
then stop showing.

While Pope Construction ini­
tially claimed soil work was
impeded by soil conditions, the
town now kno4vs the builder is
financially unable to live up to
the contract.

Town .officials are now
searching for another compa­
ny to step in so the project can
go forward without being put
back to bid. They are also con­
sidering downscaling plans.

Employees in the historical
Town Hal), with its broken
healing system and worn
beams, are especially disap­
pointed.

"We are very discouraged
with the delays with the new
Town Hall." said a^istant tax
collector Teresa Ambrosino.

dondann.iltMi,
wiUiab in im
cahbwHiBMw 
■prtlitlMlrtllUfOOM
kiTnnilUL
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"Here in the collector’s office,
it is very tough-on us because
It’s very cold."

C«rtar School
Bellingham bou^t land ad­

jacent to Town HaU for a com­
mon in 1870. This area is now 
covered by a handful of build- 
inp. including the historical 
museum. buUl in 1930 as the
town's library, and the Town
Hall Annex, constructed in
1941 using federal Work
Progress Administration
money. The police station went
up in 1965.

Behind the police station sits
the Center School, which now
holds the town’s building of­
fices and poDce department's
administration.

Historical Commission mem­
bers say they fully support the
town'.s decision to demolish
the 1873 school as part of its
upcoming building plans.

"Basically, there's no origi- 
nalit) left to the building." Taft 
said- "It’s been gutted out. "

The elementary school was
known as the Massey School
through the early 1900s after
the Rev, Joseph T. Massey, the
First Baptfet Church pastor

who built it.
The second floor sat empty

until 1894. w^n high school
students moved in. in 1899. the
high school was closed and
older students bdgan attending
classes in MedwSy, Franklin
and Woonsocket. R.I.. with the
first-year’s bm coming to $500
for 17 pupils.

Residents moved to create
space for older students in
April 1901. with a $13.000 ap­
propriation to expand both the
North and Center schools. The
CenterSchool remained an ele­
mentary school after the reno­
vations.

Historical Commission mem­
ber Florence McCracken, who
attended grades 1 through 6 
there in the 1930s. recalls hav- 
il® the same teadier during 
four rf those years and that two
grades shared the same class­
room.

"You can imagine two grades
in one room," the 78-year-old
said. "While the teacher was
teaching one grade, the other
was doing their homework."

Historical Commission mem­
bers want to preserve these
memories despite the town’s
demolition plans by eventually

(^Mainii^ grants to reslne the
North School, across from St
Brendan’s Church.

‘The Center School and
North Schocri are exact dufrit*
cates." Taft said. 'The reason
we’re puotngour efbrts ta die
North. School is the North
Sdwd Is still origfnal frtxn the
1901 reconstruction.’'

FalwtofsWTeMHsI
Taft is concerned for the (rid

Town Hail, whichjoins the one
in Wales as the second oldest
in the state toi>e used without
intemiptioa The 1798 Town
HaO inPeru b the oldest

Part-tiiDe boards wfll take
over Town Hall’s ftret floor 
H*en ttie new building Is com- 
iriete. Community groups wiO 
continue using the upstairs
meeting room.

With ofBces gone. Taft wor­
ries some residents may want
to restore it to its church-like
interior. He wants to take care
of a few areas in the upper
hall, such as flxingpeelingwall
and ceiling paint and removing
carpeting that covers part of
the wooden floor.

But he wants to keep it drea
1910. the condition he feels It
can be best utilized.

•’.If you renovate the biiDding
to the period 1802. what do
you do after?" he said. "You
have a meetinghouse that you
can't use,"

He also worries curious visi­
tors will try to access the tower
and employees will not be mi
she to stop them.

"W e don't want people wan­
dering in and out of the tower
because the stairs aren’t safe "
he said.

He wants to restore the
lower and make a documen­
tary or keep a wrinen account ■
of it and the tower's history.
Then, he wants to keep it
largelv dosed off.

Though Taft has long want­
ed to seek grants for these ef­
forts, he said the town’s JmUd- 
ing plans mean the Historical 
Commission must do it soon.

"If you don’t make the re­
pairs. if you don't protect the
building, someone else is going
to come in with an idea for up­
stairs." Taft said. "L's. being
the watchdogs of htsioiy just
want to maintain what we
had "
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